
 
2019 Choices for Required Summer Reading - Grade 7 

 
Titles with an asterisk* next to them can be found on the Plymouth Public Schools’ Overdrive site for 
eBooks (http://tinyurl.com/y9eqp8qj) or on the SORA app. 
 

Author Title Summary 

Adventure/Fantasy 

Brennan, Herbie 

The Shadow 

Project*

 

A (literally) underground British government program, in conjunction with the CIA, uses astral projection to spy 

on the world’s most fearsome terrorist network, the Sword of Wrath. 

Roy, Jennifer 

Playing Atari with 

Saddam Hussein

 

For forty-two days in 1991, eleven-year-old Ali Fadhil and his family struggle to survive as Basra, Iraq, is bombed by 

the United States and its allies. 

Key, Watt 

Terror at Bottle 

Creek

 

Thirteen-year-old Cort has grown up in the swampy delta of Alabama, riding along with his river-guide father. 

When a hurricane threatens the Gulf Coast, Cort finds himself solely responsible for the safety of two neighbor 

girls. They end up trapped and must navigate through alligator-infested waters and angry native wildlife to find 

help. Fans of Hatchet will love this action-packed adventure.  

 

 

Bouwman, H.M. 

A Crack in the Sea 

 

No one comes to the Second World on purpose. The doorway between worlds opens only when least 

expected. The Raft King is desperate to change that by finding the doorway that will finally take him and the 

people of Raftworld back home. To do it, he needs Pip, a young boy with an incredible gift—he can speak to 

fish; and the Raft King is not above kidnapping to get what he wants. This is but the first of three extraordinary 

stories that collide on the high seas of the Second World. 

Cabot, Meg 

Avalon High*

 

Having moved to Annapolis, Maryland, with her medievalist parents, high school junior Ellie enrolls at Avalon 

High School where several students may or may not be reincarnations of King Arthur and his court. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/y9eqp8qj


 

Carroll, Emma 

Strange Star 

 

One stormy June evening, five friends meet for dinner and storytelling.  After dinner is served, there's an 

unexpected knock at the front door. Collapsed on the doorstep is a girl with strange scars on her face. She has 

traveled a long way to tell her tale. Hers is no ordinary ghost story, though. What starts as a simple tale soon 

turns to tragedy and the darkest, most dangerous of secrets. Sometimes the truth is far more terrifying than 

fiction . . . and the consequences are even more devastating. 

Phelan, Matt 

Snow White: A 

Graphic Novel

 

Samantha White is sent off to a boarding school as her father, the King of Wall Street, grieves his wife's death 

by marrying the dazzling Queen of the Follies. Banished from her home by her stepmother, the young woman 

returns a decade later after her father's mysterious death. Spanning the Roaring Twenties and the Great 

Depression, Phelan's adaption of the classic fairy tale is atmospheric, clever, and touching. 

 

 

 

Ruby, Laura 

York, The Shadow 

Cipher 

 

In an alternate history of New York City, it is a race against time as Tess, Theo, and Jamie try to prove the Old 

Cipher is real.  Fifty-seven years ago, the Morningstar twins came to New York with a vision for magnificence. 

The Cipher must now be solved to save the people’s hopes and dreams.  

 

 

 

Carroll, Emma 

In Darkling Wood 

 

Alice’s life is turned upside down when a family emergency causes her to stay at her grandma’s house far from 

home. Unhappy, she finds a retreat in the distant woods, and meets an unexpected friend.  Follow this mystery 

as she follows the unknown in the Darkling Wood.  

Historical Fiction 

Anderson, Laurie 

Halse 

Fever, 1793

 

In 1793, sixteen-year-old Matty is forced to leave her home to avoid the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia. 

There she learns self-reliance and perseverance. 

 



 

Kadohata, Cynthia 

Cracker! The Best 

Dog in Vietnam

 

A young soldier in Vietnam bonds with his bomb-sniffing dog. This pair needs to learn to work together if 

they want to keep their fellow soldiers and themselves alive. 

Patrick, Denise 

Lewis 

Finding Someplace

 

Reesie Boone just knows that thirteen is going to be her best year yet. But on Reesie's birthday, everything 

changes. Hurricane Katrina hits her city. Stranded at home alone, Reesie takes refuge with her elderly 

neighbor, Miss Martine. The waters rise. They escape in a boat, and soon Reesie is reunited with her 

family. But her journey back home has only begun. 

Humor 

Angleberger, 

Thomas 

Fake Mustache

 

Regular kid Lenny Flem Jr. is the only one standing between his evil-genius best friend, Casper, and world 

domination. It all begins when Casper spends money from his granny on a spectacularly convincing fake 

mustache, the Heidelberg Handlebar #7. With it he’s able to rob banks, amass a vast fortune, and run for 

president. Will Lenny be able to stop Casper from taking over the world? 

Bowling, Dusti  

The Insignificant 

Events in the Life of 

a Cactus 

 

 

Aven Green tells people she lost both of her arms in an alligator wrestling match, but the truth is she was 

born without them. And when her parents take a job managing Stagecoach Pass, an old rundown theme 

park in Arizona, Aven knows she’ll have to answer that question over and over again.  Aven’s life improves 

when she meets Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his own disability. Together they 

discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. 

Lubar, David 

The Battle of the 

Red Hot Pepper 

Weenies*

 

Readers will enjoy these bizarre tales, such as a teenager going to the school dance with a robot, a 

Thanksgiving dinner interrupted by turkeys looking for revenge, and other strange stories. 

Peck, Richard 

The Teacher's 

Funeral: A Comedy 

in Three Parts*

 

It is 1904 in rural Indiana. Fifteen-year-old Russell's dreams of quitting school and joining a wheat threshing 

crew are disrupted when his older sister takes over the teaching at his one-room schoolhouse after mean ol' 

Myrt Arbuckle "hauls off and dies." 



 

Walden, Tillie 

Slider 

 

When David accidentally charges $2000 to his mother’s credit card, he uses his talent for devouring large 

quantities of food at several competitive eating contests to earn back the money.  While keeping his 

financial struggles a secret, Daniel helps with his autistic younger brother, Mal, and finds that he is also 

good at being a super supportive brother.  

Mystery 

Broach, Elise 

Shakespeare's 

Secret*

 

Hero, a misfit sixth grader, is named after a character in a Shakespeare play. She becomes interested in 

exploring this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond supposedly hidden in her new house, an 

intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school. 

Stevens, Robin 

Murder is Bad 

Manners )

 

Two friends form a detective agency—and must solve their first murder case—in this “sharp-witted debut” 

(Publishers Weekly, starred review) that is the first adventure in a brand-new middle grade mystery series 

set at a 1930s boarding school. 

Timberlake, Amy 

One Came Home*

 

In 1871 Wisconsin, thirteen-year-old Georgia sets out to find her sister Agatha, presumed dead when 

remains are found wearing the dress in which she was last seen. Before the end of the year, she gains 

fame as a sharpshooter and foiler of counterfeiters. 

Nonfiction 

Aguilar, David 

Seven Wonders of 

the Solar System 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel the near and far reaches of the solar system in this lively, beautifully illustrated Smithsonian 

nonfiction book.  

Aronson, Marc 

If Stones Could 

Speak: Unlocking 

the Secrets of 

Stonehenge

 

 

 

 

 

Text, photographs, and explanatory maps and illustrations document archaeologist Mike Parker Pearson's 

study of Stonehenge and the surrounding area. 



 

Freedman, Russell 

The Life and Death 

of Crazy Horse

 

This biography tells of the Oglala leader who relentlessly resisted the white man's attempt to take over 

Indian lands. 

Ganda, Martin and 

Alifirenka, Caitlin 

I Will Always Write 

Back

 

In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends --and better 

people--through their long-distance exchange. The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from 

Zimbabwe and the letter that changed both of their lives forever.  

 

Houston, Dick 

Bulu, African 

Wonder Dog*

 

Bulu, a Jack Russell terrier born on a crocodile farm in Zambia, became a foster parent for orphaned baby 

animals after being adopted by Anna and Steve Tolan, former police officers who left England to live in the 

African bush. 

Humphries, Jessica 

and Chikwanine, 

Michel 

Child Soldier 

 

 

 

 

This non-fiction graphic novel deals with the physical and emotional aftereffects of being kidnapped and 

trained as a child soldier in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Jarrow, Gail 

Bubonic Plague: 

When Plague 

Invaded America

 

 

 

In March 1900, San Francisco’s health department investigated a strange and horrible death in Chinatown. 

A man had died of bubonic plague, one of the world’s deadliest diseases. But how could that be possible? 

This is the true story of America’s first plague epidemic—the public health doctors who desperately fought 

to end it, the political leaders who tried to keep it hidden, and the brave scientists who uncovered the 

plague’s secrets. 

 

 

Rusch, Elizabeth 

Impact! Asteroids 

and the Science of 

Saving the World 

 

Follow scientists as they search for dangerous asteroids in space, study asteroids that have smashed into 

the ground, and make plans to prevent an asteroid strike if one ever threatens our planet.  

 

 



 

Waldherr, Kris 

Bad Princess: true 

tales behind the tiara

 

An examination of the lives of thirty different princesses.  Learn what it is really like to be royal.  

 

 

 

 

 

Realistic Fiction 

Carter, Caela 

Forever or a Long, 

Long Time

 

Flora and her brother, Julian, don’t believe they were born. They’ve lived in so many foster homes, they 

can’t remember where they came from. And even now that they’ve been adopted, Flora still struggles to 

believe in forever. So along with their new mother, Flora and Julian begin a journey to go back and discover 

their past—for only then can they really begin to build their future. 

Cheng, Jack 

See You in the 

Cosmos

 

Alex Petroski loves space and rockets, his mom, his brother, and his dog Carl Sagan—named for his hero, 

the real-life astronomer. All he wants is to launch his golden iPod into space the way Carl Sagan launched 

his Golden Record on the Voyager spacecraft in 1977. From Colorado to New Mexico, Las Vegas to L.A., 

Alex records a journey on his iPod to show other lifeforms what life on earth is like. And the funny, lost, 

remarkable people he meets along the way can only partially prepare him for the secrets he’ll uncover. 

Connor, Leslie 

Waiting for Normal*

 

Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her 

beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad 

tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York. 

Greenwald, Lisa 

My Life in Pink and 

Green

 

When the family's drugstore is failing, seventh-grader Lucy uses her problem-solving talents to come up 

with a solution that might resuscitate the business, along with helping the environment. 



 

Mass, Wendy 

Every Soul a Star*

 

Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated campground, to watch a total eclipse of the sun. 

Soon they begin to learn a great deal about themselves, each other, and the universe. 

 

Sonnichsen, A.L. 

Red Butterfly

 

Abandoned as an infant, Kara was taken in by an American woman living in China. Now eleven, she spends 

most of her time in their apartment, wondering why she and Mama cannot leave the city of Tianjin and go 

live with Daddy in Montana. Mama tells Kara to be content with what she has…but what if Kara secretly 

wants more? 

 

 

Standish, Ali 

The Ethan I Was 

Before

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan had been many things. He was always ready for adventure and always willing to accept a dare, 

especially from his best friend, Kacey. But that was before. Before the accident that took Kacey from him.  

Before his family moved from Boston to the small town of Palm Knot, Georgia. 

 

 

Stead, Rebecca 

Liar & Spy*

Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment. At that same time, he is dealing 

with his father's efforts to start a new business, his mother's extra shifts as a nurse, and being picked on at 

school. Then he meets Safer, a boy who wants his help spying on another resident of their building… 

 

 

 

Science Fiction 

Anderson, M.T. 

Whales on Stilts 

 

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school student Lily and her best friends, Katie and Jasper, must foil the 

plot of her father's conniving boss to conquer the world using an army of whales. 



 

King, Wesley 

World Below 

 

Mr. Baker’s eighth grade class thought they were in for a normal field trip to Carlsbad Caverns in New 

Mexico. But when an earthquake hits, their field trip takes a terrifying turn. The students are plunged into an 

underground lake…and their teacher goes missing.  What lurks below is anyone’s guess?  Will the students 

find Mr. Baker and who is this stranger that appears out of nowhere?  

 

 

 

Lee, Yoon Ha 

Dragon Pearl 

 

Min, a thirteen-year-old girl with fox-magic, stows away on a battle cruiser and impersonates a cadet in order 

to solve the mystery of what happened to her older brother in the Thousand World Space Forces. 

Levy, Joshua 

Seventh Grade vs. 

the Galaxy 

 

 

PSS 118 is not your typical school.  It orbits Jupiter! When the school is mysteriously attacked, 

thirteen-year-old Jack receives a cryptic message.  The spaceship has been catulpted hundreds of 

light-years away and right into the clutches of aliens.  Will Jack and his friends be able to get everyone 

home? 

 

MacHale, D.J. 

The Merchant of 

Death: Pendragon 

Series 

 

Fourteen-year-old Bobby Pendragon is a traveler - someone who can ride “flumes” through space and time. 

Bobby journeys to the alternative dimension of Denduron where he meets Loor, a girl his age from the 

warrior-territory of Zadaa.  Can they save the gentle Milago people from slavery? 

 

Sports Fiction 

Alexander, Kwame 

Rebound* 

 

In the summer of 1988, twelve-year-old Chuck Bell is sent to stay with his grandparents, where he discovers 

jazz and basketball and learns more about his family’s past.  

 

 

Bruchac, Joseph 

LayUps and Long 

Shots*

 

Sports-lovers will enjoy this collection of nine short stories by various authors, including David Lubar, Joseph 

Bruchac, and Terry Trueman. 



 

Green, Tim 

Football Hero*

 

When twelve-year-old Ty's brother Thane is recruited out of college to play for the New York Jets, their Uncle 

Gus uses Ty to get insider information for his gambling ring, landing Ty and Thane in trouble with the mafia. 

Klages, Ellen  

Out of Left Field 

 

After being unfairly cut from the Little League baseball team, strong-willed Katy uses both her keen research 

skills and helpful librarians to learn about the history of women in baseball and fight for her rights. Set in 

1957, expertly woven facts and cultural details contextualize this fascinating story. 

 

Lupica, Mike 

Point Guard 

 

Gus is more excited about basketball than any other sport he’s ever played.  Gus has been practicing new 

moves, and lately he is more surprised when he misses his shot than when he scores.  When his friend 

Teddy tries out for the team, it looks like his school’s home team will be unstoppable.  

Reynolds, Jason 

Patina 

 

 

Try to catch Patina and you’ll be left in the dust.  Patina, or Patty, runs like a flash! She runs for many 

reasons.  She runs to escape the taunts from the students at her fancy new school she’s been sent to since 

she and her little sister had to stop living with their mom.  She also runs from the reason she’s not able to 

live with her “real” mom anymore.  

 


